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Many Torrington resi-
dents are unhappy with the
city’s approval of electrical
rate increases.
at least take some comfort in
knowing their residential bills
will still be lowet than those

gept to many

people living

outside the city Jimits.
The Torrington City Coun-
cil made @’ decision two years
ago to contract with Municipal
Energy Agency of Nebraska
el subsidiary  of

NMPP Energy, for the city’s
clecirical needs. AS members

" ' gee RATES, page A6
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of MEAN, municipalities
have a measure of con-
* trol over electrical rates

| charged to residents.
% According to Tor-
rington Mayor Leroy

}@z Schafer, the decision was
. made at that time because
* the city stood to save more
than $1 million by switch-
3 ing from Wyrulec to
; MEAN. And though the
#01 g current rate hikes may cut
_ into those savings, Tor-
\ rington electrical custom-
: ! ers, on average, will still
pay substantially less as a

- result of the switch.
Comparing total rates

between the two is almost
like comparing apples to
oranges as the companies
have many differences in
their rate structures and
how they are presented.
But after analyzing the
most simplistic structure,
residential power, the
advantage  overwhelm-
ingly goes to MEAN.
Although ~ Wyrulec
hasn’t raised rates in two
years, and according to
Wyrulec General Man-
ager and Executive Vice-
President Rollie Miller
they won’t go up next
year either, the company’s
kilowatt per hour (kWh)
rate will still be higher

for residential custom-
ers even after the second
9.8 percent MEAN rate
increase in October 2011.

In addition, Wyrulec’s
basic charge per month is
$26 per customer, in addi-
tion to its flat $0.1092
kWh rate. In comparison,
MEAN’s monthly cus-
tomer charge will hike to
$10.50 Oct. 1, and $13
the following year, still
only half of Wyrulec’s
basic charge.

Much was made of
MEAN’s summer kWh
rates being higher than its
winter rates. But virtually
all of MEAN’s residential
rates, even after the sec-

ond price hike in 2011,
are lower than the Wyru-
lec flat rate. The closest
they come is the 2011
summer rate of $0.094
kWh. Through the winter,
MEAN residential cus-
tomers will pay no more
than $0.072 kWh.

The difference in rates
between the two com-
panies tightens up when
power usage is stepped
up to the small and large
business categories.
Small businesses through
MEAN beginning Octo-
ber 1 will pay an $18 cus-
tomer charge with winter
and summer kWh rates
of $0.0985 and $0.1285,

Rates: Not so MEAN for residents?

respectively. Wyrnu-
lec charges a $42 basic
charge and a flat kWh
rate that is the same as
residential, $0.1092.  *

Large businesses,
such as Western Sugar
Cooperative, Wyommg
Ethanol and the Wyoming
Medium  Correctional
Institution (WMCI), pay
higher kWh rates for
MEAN’s services, whlle
other charges are mcom-
parable between the twb
The consensus, howevqx,
between Miller, Schafer
and MEAN representam?e
Phillip Euler is MEAN's
large business rates are
higher than Wyrulec.
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